c BISCUITS'
consideration given, before this decision was arrived at, to the
fact that the present holder has found the emoluments of his
office insufficient, and has had to go to a private citizen-----? "
.This reference to Sir Alexander Grant caused a shout of
protest from the Labour Benches. Shouts of * Dirty/ e Mean/
* Contemptible ' rang out. The noise was deafening.
The Speaker rose and said angrily : " I must insist upon
hon. Members allowing me to conduct the business of the
House. I shall not continue unless 1 have proper support."
" We are not going to be insulted," cried Jack Jones, Labour
Member for Silvcrtown. " Name, name/' cried the Members,
hoping that the Speaker would suspend the insulted Irish-
Londoner. The Speaker warned Jack Jones and then repri-
manded Sir Kingsley Wood. " The hon. Member for West
Woolwich attempted to put a supplementary question which
he knew quite well I should not allow to appear on the Paper."
These incidents are not, in themselves, worth mentioning.
Malicious ejaculations are often heard in the House of Com-
mons during debate, and ' the voice ' is frequently in evidence
in public meetings. Their significance and importance lie in
the effects that they had on MacDonald's peculiar tempera-
ment. A few words, sharply dear, would break in with harsh
discord on a harmonious gathering, and the reactions, physical,
psychological, and moral, would be remarkable. Physically,
when the vocal missile struck him, he looked like one who had
been impaled with a spear. Momentarily losing the thread
of his discourse, he digressed, repeated himself, and took
some time before he re-established control. The psychological
effects were more important. He was always wondering why
he should be so attacked* * Why arc these people so incensed
against me ? * he would ask* He was certainly not conscious
of any * sense of sin,* but completely confirmed in his own
sacrificial scrupulousness.
No, the Conservatives had not forgiven. They had not
believed MacDonald, They had not accepted his explanations,
To them he had sold the title to Mr. Alexander Grant. The
price had been a Daimler car and 30,000 shares; now, two
years afterwards, they were reminding him of his guilt. Of
course, honours and titles have been bought and sold in this
country for centuries. There was, indeed, an unconscious
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